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SCHOOL POLICIES
Honor and Behavior 

Expectations
The School expects each student to behave in a manner that is consistent with 
Holton’s school philosophy and Honor Code. Each student should seek to  
exhibit personal integrity, responsibility to herself and others, and respect for  
cultural and individual differences. We hope that these principles will guide  
students in their interactions with faculty and peers and help to inform them 
when faced with moral decisions.

It is the responsibility of each student to behave in such a way that she does not 
interfere with the normal functioning of classes, the library, or any part of the 
school program. Each student has an obligation to treat school property with 
care and to behave so that she does not detract from the purposeful activities of 
her classmates and teachers. Each student is expected to behave thoughtfully and 
respectfully in her relationships with her classmates, the faculty, and the staff.

The School reserves the right to suspend or dismiss any student whose academic 
progress or attendance is unsatisfactory or whose conduct is in violation of the 
Honor Code, the rules of the School, or whose behavior is disrespectful, disrup-
tive, or inappropriate. Rules cannot cover all situations, and the absence of a 
rule does not constitute approval. It is therefore essential that students and their 
parents understand and support both the letter and spirit of the rules. While a 
girl is enrolled at Holton, she is responsible to the School for any conduct that 
may bring discredit upon the School.

The faculty and the appropriate student leaders will inform the student body of 
the federal and state laws pertaining to the possession and use of alcohol, drugs, 
and cigarettes. Any violation of these laws will immediately jeopardize the posi-
tion of the student within the School community.

Honor Code One of the goals of the Holton-Arms School is to encourage personal integrity. 
The School stresses the value of personal honor and ethical responsibility and 
believes that a strong school community is founded on concern for the individual 
and mutual trust.

An Honor Code was established by juniors and seniors in 1950, and each Middle 
and Upper School student is expected to abide by it. In the Lower School, 
specific guidance is given toward the development of a sense of honor, with the 
purpose of preparing students to understand and to accept personally the Honor 
Code. In the Middle or Upper School, should a student observe an honor offense 
(lying, stealing, cheating, plagiarism), she is obliged to tell the offender to report 
herself or to report the offender.

The four honor offenses are lying, stealing, cheating, and plagiarism.
• Lying is making a false statement with the intent to deceive. Calling in sick 

to complete a paper or going to the infirmary to avoid a test are examples of 
lying. 

• Stealing is taking another person’s property without permission. Some 
examples of stealing include taking someone else’s notes, textbooks, bookbag, 
or anything from another’s mailbox. The unauthorized removal of materials 
from the Library is an honor offense. 
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• Invasion of Privacy and Property: No student may invade the privacy of  
other members of the school community by entering lockers, bookbags, 
mailboxes, desks, files, or cars without permission of the owner. This rule 
includes the disturbing, defacing, or “decorating” of any car on campus. The 
School attempts to foster respect for personal property and the privacy of the  
individual.

• Defacing School Property: No student may abuse or deface school property. 
This includes making a mess or writing on desks, walls, lockers, or in the 
dining room. Having this rule obviates time-consuming and costly repairs 
and an unsightly physical plant, both of which are detrimental to the morale 
of the students and the faculty. 

• Falsifying the Signing Procedure: No student may sign another student in 
or out of school or cross out another student’s name on the attendance sheet. 
Each student must be responsible for recording her own coming and going. 
When a student arrives late, she must sign in immediately. When she leaves 
early, she must sign out at the time of departure. The exact time and destina-
tion and the name of the person granting permission must be recorded on 
the sign-out sheet to assure the best possible school security. Parents must 
inform the school and grant permission for any student to arrive late or 
depart early. Parents should contact the Upper School Office prior to the late 
arrival/early departure. 

• Skipping School: No student may be absent from School (including classes, 
advisory, study hall, assemblies, and class meetings) without the permission 
of the School. 

• Swimming Pool/Theater: No student may be in the swimming pool/the-
aters without Holton-approved personnel present. This rule will be strictly 
enforced. Unauthorized presence in the swimming pool building and failure 
to comply with swimming pool regulations are major offenses, punishable by 
severe disciplinary action. 

• Technology: All students must abide by the guidelines and rules set forth 
in the Holton-Arms School Technology Guidelines and Policies. Access to 
the School’s computing equipment, facilities, and network is a privilege, not 
a right, and places on all students the responsibility to use these resources in 
an effective, efficient, ethical, and legal manner. Students are prohibited from 
any activity that impedes the work of others, threatens user privacy, or uses 
system resources for purposes unrelated to legitimate learning in a school 
setting.

Any student who violates one of the Major Rules is subject to expulsion, suspen-
sion, or other disciplinary action.




