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One of the goals of the Holton-Arms School is to encourage personal integrity. 
The School stresses the value of personal honor and ethical responsibility and 
believes that a strong school community is founded on concern for the individual 
and mutual trust.

An Honor Code was established by juniors and seniors in 1950, and each Middle 
School student is expected to abide by it. In the Middle School, should a student 
observe an honor offense (lying, stealing, cheating, plagiarism), she is obliged to 
tell the offender to report herself or to report the offender. Students are asked to 
consider their actions in light of these values.

The four honor offenses are lying, stealing, cheating, and plagiarism.
Lying is making a false statement with the intent to deceive.
Stealing is taking another person’s property without permission.
Cheating is looking at notes, texts, the Internet, or a classmate’s paper dur-

ing a quiz, test, exam, or evaluative exercise, regardless of intent.
Plagiarism is submitting another’s language, thoughts, or ideas as one’s own, 

either intentionally or unintentionally.

It is also considered an honor offense to knowingly aid another student to com-
mit one of these acts. For instance, allowing a student to see or use one’s work in 
order to cheat or plagiarize is an honor offense. Students are responsible for tak-
ing reasonable precautions to ensure that their work is not improperly obtained 
and used by others. It is important that students assume that any work to be 
graded is to be done independently unless instructed otherwise by the teacher.

Any student who violates the Honor Code may be subject to expulsion, suspen-
sion, or other disciplinary action.

Middle School  
Honor Code

Major School Rules School rules at Holton are few. In addition to the Honor Code, the following 
rules are designed to support the values of respect, courtesy, responsibility, and 
integrity.
• Drugs: Any student found using, sharing, possessing, selling, or under the 

influence of illegal drugs or prescription drugs for which the student does 
not have a valid prescription while in School, on route to and from School, 
on a school bus, or at a school function, is subject to immediate expulsion.

 No drugs, either patent or prescription, may be used at or brought to School 
without the knowledge of the School Nurse; medications must be taken 
through the nurse’s office. In addition, no student may accept any drugs or 
medication from another student or any adult other than the School Nurse 
or medical technician. All prescription medication needed during the school 
day must be dispensed by the School Nurse and be given from a pharmacy-
labeled container. 

• Alcohol: A student may not be on the campus nor come to any off-campus 
school function possessing, consuming, or having consumed alcohol.

 The School requires any student in violation of the drug or alcohol policy to 
have a substance abuse evaluation by a School-approved facility. The student 
and her family must follow the recommendations of the evaluation. 
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• Tobacco: No student may smoke or use tobacco in any other manner on 
campus, at a school function, or on a school bus. This includes the use of any 
e-cigarettes or personal vaporizers.

• Invasion of Privacy and Property: No student may invade the privacy of  
other members of the school community by entering lockers, bookbags, 
mailboxes, desks, files, or cars without permission of the owner. This rule 
includes the disturbing, defacing, or “decorating” of any car on campus. The 
School attempts to foster respect for personal property and the privacy of the  
individual.

• Defacing School Property: No student may abuse or deface school property. 
This includes making a mess or writing on desks, walls, lockers, or in the 
dining room. Having this rule obviates time-consuming and costly repairs 
and an unsightly physical plant, both of which are detrimental to the morale 
of the students and the faculty. 

• Falsifying the Signing Procedure: No student may sign another student in 
or out of school or cross out another student’s name on the attendance sheet. 
Each student must be responsible for recording her own coming and going. 
When a student arrives late, she must sign in immediately. When she leaves 
early, she must sign out at the time of departure. The exact time and destina-
tion and the name of the person granting permission must be recorded on 
the sign-out sheet to assure the best possible school security. Parents must 
inform the school and grant permission for any student to arrive late or 
depart early. Parents should contact the Upper School Office prior to the late 
arrival/early departure. 

• Skipping School: No student may be absent from School (including classes, 
advisory, study hall, assemblies, and class meetings) without the permission 
of the School. 

• Swimming Pool/Theater: No student may be in the swimming pool/the-
aters without Holton-approved personnel present. This rule will be strictly 
enforced. Unauthorized presence in the swimming pool building and failure 
to comply with swimming pool regulations are major offenses, punishable by 
severe disciplinary action. 

• Technology: All students must abide by the guidelines and rules set forth 
in the Holton-Arms School Technology Guidelines and Policies. Access to 
the School’s computing equipment, facilities, and network is a privilege, not 
a right, and places on all students the responsibility to use these resources in 
an effective, efficient, ethical, and legal manner. Students are prohibited from 
any activity that impedes the work of others, threatens user privacy, or uses 
system resources for purposes unrelated to legitimate learning in a school 
setting. (For additional information see pages 120-121.)

Any student who violates one of the Major Rules is subject to expulsion, suspen-
sion, or other disciplinary action.




