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Dear Parents, 

Parents frequently ask me how they can best support their children at school.  My 

answer is always the same, help them to become avid readers.  Time and again I have 

seen reluctant readers become children who are rarely without a book within reach, and 

this increased reading transfers to increased proficiency in all academic subjects.  

Bringing about such a transformation requires making reading central to your child's life, 

reading with your child, having your child read to you, talking about the books you read, 

buying books for special occasions, going to the library together. Our most avid readers 

read, on average, 2 to 4 hours a day, and these students tend to get among the highest 

grades in their classes. 

The arrival of the summer reading list can be a great way to celebrate reading in your 

home.  Lower School librarian Jillian Van Ells has developed  a summer reading program  

that is both thoughtful and fun. The combined lists for grades 3 and 4 and grades 5 and 6 

include many new titles, a variety of genres and formats and suggestions for building 

background knowledge in the subject areas. We are particularly excited to continue the 

tradition of a Lower School wide ñbig readò. All Lower School students will read the 

same book this summer, a special book that we hope will offer opportunities for rich 

conversation and rereading at home and  that will serve as a launching point in September 

for our yearlong celebration of reading . We are trying to build some suspense as to the 

title of the book and we will give each child a copy of the book in the last days of the 

school year. 

Please see the Suggested Reading for Parents for a great book that will help you 

nurture your daughterôs love of reading. So enjoy this list, and I hope you have the 

chance to join your child on joyful, fantastical, and factual literary journeys through the 

summer vacation. 

 

Patrick Bane 

Director of Lower School 

Holton-Arms School 



Dear Rising Fifth and Sixth Grade Students,  

During the school year, you have many reading requirements. Summer is a great 

time for you to read for pleasure and to explore books you might not have time to read 

when you are in school. In this list, you will find a wide range of suggested titles for 

summer reading allowing for differences in reading interest and ability. I want to 

emphasize that this is only a suggested list. You are encouraged to read books you are 

interested in whether they appear on the list or not. If you need more choices, remember 

that local childrenôs bookstores and public libraries are also great resources and often 

have knowledgeable staff to help you. If a book feels too difficult, ask someone to read it 

aloud with you, or save it for another time. Even if the reading is not too difficult for you, 

reading a book with a parent or a friend is a very special experience. Please remember, no 

one is ever too old to be read to or with - especially during the summer, the perfect read-

aloud time! 

  

I look forward to hearing about all your great summer reading in September. Read 

often, read widely and have a fantastic summer. 

 

Happy Reading,  

Ms. Van Ells 

Lower School Librarian 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Getting Started 

 How the List Works 

This Summer Reading List is divided into sections. You can follow the links 

in the Table of Contents to navigate to each section quickly. At the start of 

each section, you will find a brief introduction. Click on the section heading 

to go back to the Table of Contents.  

Within each section, you will find several suggested book titles along with a 

brief description of the book and a reading level
1
 if available. Each title is 

linked to that titleôs entry in WorldCat.org. WorldCat provides access to the 

catalogs of many of public libraries across the country. The WorldCat entry 

will give you information on which libraries in the area have the book as 

well as links to on-line book sellers, user reviews, and detailed information 

such as the number of pages in the book. Unfortunately, the District of 

Columbia and the Maryland Public Library systems are no longer 

participating in WorldCat. Go directly to the DCPL, Montgomery County 

PL, Prince Georgeôs County PL, or other Maryland county public library 

system websites if you would like to search their catalogs for a title. If your 

local library does not have a book you are looking for, they should be able to 

request the book via interlibrary loan from another library.  

 Just Right Books 

One of the keys to becoming a stronger reader is reading books that are ñjust 

rightò. Just Right books are books for which you can read most of the words 

easily (97-98%) and for which you can follow the story without confusion. 

                                                           
1 Based on the leveling system developed by Fountas and Pinnel l 
 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.dclibrary.org/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/libraries/index.asp
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/libraries/index.asp
http://www.prge.lib.md.us/


Many of you are already familiar with selecting ñjust rightò books using the 

A-Z leveled reading system. Because many of the books on the reading list 

are quite new, there may not be reading levels available. If you want to make 

sure you are reading a book on your level, please check out the ñHow Toò 

webcasts for using the Lower School Library catalog or the Scholastic Book 

Wizard website.  

 Summer Reading Requirements 

o 1 required reading book to be distributed to all students at the start of 

summer break 

o Keep a log of all summer reading. New students should use this New 

Student Summer Reading Log and returning students should use 

Noodlebib. 

The only required book for summer reading will be distributed to you before 

the end of school. If you are new to Holton, the book will arrive in the mail. 

There is no set number of books you must read for the summer. This does 

not mean you should only read the required book. By reading often and 

widely you will improve your skills, build back ground knowledge and 

begin school in September a stronger student than ever before. There is no 

reading project required; instead, we hope you will spend more time reading. 

There will be many opportunities to celebrate your great summer reading in 

the opening weeks of school.  

 Keeping Your Reading Log 

If you are a new Holton student entering fifth or sixth grade, please keep track 

of your summer reading using this New Student Summer Reading Log. For 

http://www.holton-arms.edu/file.cfm?56EDB591249A69A2&1273163194558
http://www.holton-arms.edu/file.cfm?56EDB591249A69A2&1273162956689
http://www.holton-arms.edu/file.cfm?56EDB591249A69A2&1273162956689
http://www.holton-arms.edu/uploaded/documents/libraries/lowerSchool/new_student_summer_reading_log.pdf?1276020198207
http://www.holton-arms.edu/uploaded/documents/libraries/lowerSchool/new_student_summer_reading_log.pdf?1276020198207
http://www.noodletools.com/login.php
http://www.holton-arms.edu/uploaded/documents/libraries/lowerSchool/new_student_summer_reading_log.pdf?1276020198207


returning students, you should keep your summer reading log using Noodlebib 

(this is a direct link to Noodlebib, if you have trouble accessing Noodlebib from 

this link, please sign into My Holton and go to the library link). Remember, if 

you do not have computer access for part of the summer, keep track of your 

reading on paper using the Returning Student Summer Reading Log and 

transfer it to Noodlebib when you get a chance. If you have difficulty finding 

one of the 5 pieces of information you will need for your citation (author, 

title, city of publication, year of publication, and publisher), simply put a 

question mark in that blank to indicate that you could not find this 

information.  If you have trouble using Noodlebib, please refer to this 

Noodlebib Web Tutorial. When you sign-in to Noodlebib, you may be asked to 

verify your account. To verify your account type  

School/Library  Username: 

holton
 

 

School/Library  Password: 

panthers
 

 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jillian Van Ells by email at 

jillian.vanells@holton-arms.edu or by phone in June at 301-365-6067 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.noodletools.com/login.php
http://www.holton-arms.edu/uploaded/documents/libraries/lowerSchool/2010_Summer_Reading_Log.pdf?1276020281065
http://www.noodletools.com/login.php
http://www.noodletools.com/login.php
http://www.holton-arms.edu/uploaded/documents/libraries/lowerSchool/noodlebib_2010_summer_reading.swf?1276020386843
http://www.noodletools.com/login.php
mailto:jillian.vanells@holton-arms.edu





































