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How can I find out more about these books? 
Click on the title links – They will take you to entries 
from WorldCat, a global catalog in which you may 
find: 

¶ Sample pages of many titles (Preview) 

¶ Reviews by readers 

¶ Links to bookstores 

¶ Similar titles which may interest you 
 

N.B. Not all libraries belong to WorldCat 
(Montgomery County, DC). Use the Local Library 
Links to find books in your local libraries. 

Where can I find these books? 
 Follow the Local Library Links below to 
check your local library catalog: 
 
Montgomery County Public Library 
System: 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/libraries/index.asp 
 

Prince George's County Memorial Library 
System:  

http://www.prge.lib.md.us 
 

District of Columbia Public Library: 

http://dclibrary.org 
 

Alexandria Library Home Page: 

http://www.alexandria.lib.va.us 
 

Arlington Country Online Resource 
Network: 
http://www.co.arlington.va.us/lib/home.htm 
 

Fairfax County Public Library: 

http://www.co.fairfax.va.us/library 
  

 

Achebe, Chinua     Things Fall Apart 
Okonkwo is a “strong man,” a leader of the Ibo tribe, but eventually he must deal with 
the white man’s encroachments that challenge the traditions and values of Ibo life. 
 

 

Adams, Douglas     A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
Seconds before earth is destroyed to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent 
escapes and joins his friend Ford Perfect in a space journey filled with crazy 
adventures. 

 

Alcott, Louisa May     Little Women 

The story of the March sisters – Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy – takes place in mid-19th 
century New England. 
 

 

Angelou, Maya     I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Non-fiction) 

Maya Angelou started life in poverty, was molested as a child, and became an unwed 
mother. In this memoir, she tells how she overcame these difficult years and became a 
noted dancer and poet. 

 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/libraries/index.asp
http://www.prge.lib.md.us/
http://dclibrary.org/
http://www.alexandria.lib.va.us/
http://www.co.arlington.va.us/lib/home.htm
http://www.co.fairfax.va.us/library
http://www.worldcat.org/title/things-fall-apart/oclc/30111784&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/hitchhikers-guide-to-the-galaxy/oclc/6251440&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/little-women-little-men-jos-boys/oclc/55877571&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/i-know-why-the-caged-bird-sings/oclc/59768&referer=brief_results
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Arana, Marie     American Chica (Non-fiction) 

Daughter of a free spirited American mother and a traditionalist Peruvian father, 
Marie tells of her experiences growing up between two cultures as an “American 
chica.” 

 
 

Baker, Russell     Growing Up (Non-fiction) 

Baker’s father died when he was five; with the love and support of his indomitable 
mother, he makes it through the Depression and World War II, eventually becoming a 
Pulitzer Prize winning author. 
 

Bank, Melissa     Girls’ Guide to Hunting and Fishing 
Seven connected stories follow Jane Rosenal from age fourteen to adulthood in her 
quest for love, happiness, and “Mr. Right.” 
 

 

Bradbury, Ray     Fahrenheit 451 

Guy Montag is a book burner in a future world that has no use for ideas and 
independent thinking. His comfortable but empty life is radically changed when he 
starts to read rather than burn some of the confiscated volumes. 

 

Card, Orson Scott     Ender’s Game (and sequels) 

Ender Wiggin, genetically bred to be a military genius, must prepare to defend Earth 
from attack by alien “buggers.” 
 
 

Cather, Willa     My Antonia 

Antonia Shimerda, the daughter of Bohemian settlers on the Nebraska frontier, is 
forced to work as a servant on neighboring farms after her father commits suicide 
because of his failure to become a successful farmer. 

 

Chevalier, Tracy     Girl with a Pearl Earring 

In this work of historical fiction, sixteen-year-old Griet is hired as a servant in the 
Vermeer household. As her relationship with the painter develops, she becomes his 
assistant and eventually the model for one of his most famous paintings. 

 

Clarke, Breena     River, Cross My Heart 
The time – 1925; the setting – Georgetown’s African-American community. Twelve-
year-old Johnnie-Mae and her family try to cope with the death of six-year-old Clara, 
who drowned in the Potomac while in the care of her older sister. 
 

Dickens, Charles     Oliver Twist 
Oliver, an orphan, escapes from the horrors of life in a Victorian workhouse only to fall 
in with London criminals who expect him to become a pickpocket. 
 
 

Doyle, Sir Arthur     The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/american-chica-two-worlds-one-childhood/oclc/45172893&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/growing-up/oclc/8628636&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/girls-guide-to-hunting-and-fishing/oclc/40159073&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/fahrenheit-451/oclc/7050586&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/enders-game/oclc/23355613&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/my-antonia/oclc/154678760&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/girl-with-a-pearl-earring/oclc/41431706&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/river-cross-my-heart/oclc/40683410&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/oliver-twist-or-the-parish-boys-progress/oclc/52335046&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/adventures-of-sherlock-holmes-the-memoirs-of-sherlock-holmes/oclc/49270499&referer=brief_results


 3 

Sherlock, a self-styled London detective, solves a variety of baffling cases together with his 
faithful companion Dr. Watson. 
 
 

Du Maurier, Daphne     Rebecca 

Maxim deWinter remarries, but the memory of his dead wife Rebecca torments his 
young bride 
 
 

Gaines, Ernest J.     A Gathering of Old Men 

A Cajun farmer lies dead, and the sheriff is baffled; eighteen elderly black men with 
shotguns in hand claim to be the killer. 
 

 

Gibbons, Kaye     Ellen Foster : A Novel 
“Old Ellen,” an eleven-year-old orphan who has experienced abuse all her young life, is 
determined to find a better life for herself by choosing a foster mother who will finally 
provide her with loving care. 

 

Gibbons, Kaye     The Life All around Me by Ellen Foster 

Now fifteen, Ellen Foster writes a letter to Harvard asking for early admission, but she 
has more growing up to do in her small North Carolina town. 
 

 

Gibson, William     The Miracle Worker (Play) 

A play that presents the miracle breakthrough achieved by Annie Sullivan in her work 
with Hellen Keller, a deaf-mute child. 
 

 

Haddon, Mark     The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

When autistic, mathematically gifted teenager Christopher Boone is falsely accused of 
murdering his neighbor’s poodle, he resolves to find the real killer. 
 
 

Hoffman, Alice     The River King 

Haddon School, a prominent New England prep school, is the setting for mystery and 
tragedy as students and faculty members become involved in tangled relationships. 
 

 

Hornby, Nick     How to Be Good 

Katie’s twenty-year marriage is about to fall apart when her husband, under the 
influence of a faith healer, becomes a “good man” who is determined to have the 
whole family live a life of simplicity and goodness. 
 

Huxley, Aldous     Brave New World 

The year is 632 A.F. (After Ford); and a “savage,” self-taught by reading Shakespeare, is 
caught and studied as an experiment in this view of a mechanized, dehumanized 
future age. 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/rebecca/oclc/33984918&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/gathering-of-old-men/oclc/9682782&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/ellen-foster/oclc/21362443&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/life-all-around-me-by-ellen-foster/oclc/60419720&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/miracle-worker/oclc/18117875&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-night-time/oclc/50604879&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/river-king/oclc/43481792&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/how-to-be-good/oclc/46366232&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/brave-new-world/oclc/2457589&referer=brief_results
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Kawabata, Yasunari     Snow Country 

A  wealthy Tokyo dilettante has an affair with an unsophisticated country geisha girl. 
 
 

 

Kidd, Sue Monk     The Secret Life of Bees 

Since the death of her mother, fourteen-year-old Lily has been cared for by an elderly 
African-American nanny Rosaleen. After Rosaleen faces racial threats, the two find 
refuge with three bee-keeping sisters in a small South Carolina town. 

 
 

Kingsolver, Barbara     The Bean Trees 

Taylor Greer escapes the poverty of her childhood years in Kentucky and heads West. 
Before she arrives to start a new life in Arizona, she finds herself having “inherited” a 
three-year-old Cherokee girl named Turtle. 

 

Krauss, Lawrence     The Physics of Star Treck (Non-fiction) 

"Warp speed ahead." "Beam me up, Scotty." Krauss explores the underlying 
theoretical physics principles involved in the popular television series. 
 

 

Krakauer, Jon     Into Thin Air (Non-fiction) 

A gripping first-hand account of the disastrous March 1996 Everest expedition in 
which eight people died in a single day. 
 
 

Lawrence, Jerome, and Robert E. Lee     Inherit the Wind (Play) 

A play about the 1925 Scopes Monkey Trial in which a Tennessee teacher is tried for 
teaching evolution. 
 

 

Lord, Betty Bao     Spring Moon 

The story of a Mandarin Chinese family from 1892 to 1972, especially Spring Moon, 
who, unlike most other Chinese women of her generation, learned to read and write 
and became involved in the social and political unrest of her time. 
 

Martel, Yann     Life of Pi 
Sixteen-year-old Pi Patel’s family is emigrating from India to Canada. When their 
freighter sinks, Pi finds himself adrift on the Pacific Ocean in a lifeboat for 227 days, 
along with a 450 pound Bengal tiger. 

 

Methabane, Mark     Kaffir Boy (Non-fiction) 

The true story of a Black youth's coming of age in apartheid South Africa. 
 
 

 

McCourt, Frank     Angela’s Ashes (Non-fiction) 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/snow-country/oclc/311170585&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/secret-life-of-bees/oclc/46959726&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/bean-trees-a-novel/oclc/16900347&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/physics-of-star-trek/oclc/32925425&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/into-thin-air-a-personal-account-of-the-mount-everest-disaster/oclc/36130642&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/inherit-the-wind/oclc/53418537&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/spring-moon-a-novel-of-china/oclc/54407571&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/life-of-pi-a-novel/oclc/47893052&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/kaffir-boy-the-true-story-of-a-black-youths-coming-of-age-in-apartheid-south-africa/oclc/62796364&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/angelas-ashes-a-memoir/oclc/53834023&referer=brief_results


 5 

McCourt’s memoir of his “miserable Irish Catholic childhood” is filled with humor and good 
story telling. 
 
 

McCullers, Carson     The Member of the Wedding 

Twelve-year-old Frankie’s older brother is about to get married. While trying to cope 
with the pressures of early adolescence, Frankie makes plans to accompany her 
brother on his honeymoon. 

 

Miller, Arthur     Death of a Salesman (Play) 

Willie Lohmann tries to live the American dream, while deluding himself about who he 
really is – a mediocre salesman. 
 

 
 

Orwell, George     1984 

A vision of the future in which “Big Brother” controls all aspects of people’s lives and 
minds. 
 

 

Picoult, Jodi     My Sister’s Keeper 

Thirteen-year old Anna was conceived to provide blood and bone marrow for her 
older sister with leukemia. When asked to donate a kidney, Anna decides to sue her 
parents for the rights to her own body. 

 

Plath, Sylvia     The Bell Jar 

An autobiographical story of a 19-year-old aspiring writer and her mental breakdown 
after winning a contest to be a junior editor for a New York fashion magazine. 
 

 

Potok, Chaim     The Chosen 

The story of two young Jewish boys, one Orthodox and one Hasidic, growing up in 
1940s Brooklyn, especially their relationships with their fathers. 
 

 

Potok, Chaim     Davita’s Harp 

Davita, the daughter of socially progressive parents, is disillusioned by the poverty of 
the Great Depression and the violence of World War II. She turns to her Jewish faith as 
a source of strength and hope. 
 

Pullman, Philip     The Golden Compass (Sequels: The Subtle Knife, The 
Amber Spyglass) 

Lyra and her animal daemon become involved in a complex plot that involves stolen 
children, a kidnapped uncle, a mysterious substance Dust, witch clans, warrior bears, 

and a possible alternate universe. 
 

Rhys, Jean     Wide Sargasso Sea 

The story of the madwoman in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre. 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/member-of-the-wedding/oclc/57134632&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/arthur-miller-death-of-a-salesman-text-and-criticism/oclc/2644470&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/1984-a-novel/oclc/52924987&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/my-sisters-keeper-a-novel/oclc/57535567&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/bell-jar/oclc/137269&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/chosen/oclc/17686850&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/davitas-harp/oclc/13276405&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/golden-compass/oclc/225481157&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/wide-sargasso-sea/oclc/24630204&referer=brief_results
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Santiago, Esmerelda     When I Was Puerto Rican (Non-fiction) 

Follow Esmerelda on her journey from a crowded shack in Puerto Rico to the 
challenges of immigrant life in New York to Harvard University. 
 

 

Satrapi, Marjane     Persepolis 2 
Having grown up during the Iranian Revolution, Satrapi continues her story in this 
autobiographical graphic novel. After experiencing the freedoms and pitfalls of 
Western society in Vienna, she must return to Iran, to confront life under a 

fundamentalist regime. 
 

Sebold, Alice     The Lovely Bones 

Fourteen-year-old Suzy Salmon is murdered on her way home from school. From 
heaven, she observes the effects of her death on her family. 
 

 

Setterfield, Diane     The Thirteenth Tale 

Margaret, a young writer, must unravel Vida's mysterious past as she tries to write a 
biography of the dying famous author. 
 

 

Shaffer, Mary Ann and Annie Barrows     The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society 
Juliet, a young reporter, is ready to move beyond the newspaper articles she wrote 
during World War II. Unexpectedly, she discovers the material for a book on the island 

of Guernsey, some of whose residents start writing letters to her about their War experiences. 
 

Shange, Ntozake     Betsey Brown 

Seventh grader Betsey Brown is an African-American girl growing up in St. Louis, 
Missouri just as school desegregation starts to take place. 
 

 

Shreve, Anita     The Pilot’s Wife 

Kathryn's husband, an airline pilot, is killed when his plane crashes. Is it possible that 
he committed suicide? 
 

 

Sijie, Dai     Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress 

During China's Cultural Revolution, two teenage boys are sent to a peasant village for 
"re-education."  Their struggle to maintain their freedom of spirit includes stealing a 
case of forbidden books and falling in love with an uneducated village girl. 

 

Sittenfeld, Curtis     The Man of My Dreams 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/when-i-was-puerto-rican-a-memoir/oclc/66236940&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/persepolis-2-the-story-of-a-return/oclc/54005645&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/lovely-bones-a-novel/oclc/48495099&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/thirteenth-tale-a-novel/oclc/67361489&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/guernsey-literary-and-potato-peel-pie-society/oclc/191089812&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/guernsey-literary-and-potato-peel-pie-society/oclc/191089812&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/betsey-brown-a-novel/oclc/32665551&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/pilots-wife/oclc/137281453&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/balzac-and-the-little-chinese-seamstress/oclc/46884190&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/man-of-my-dreams-a-novel/oclc/123907797&referer=brief_results
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Fourteen-year-old Hannah's family falls apart when her father breaks up his marriage. The next 
fifteen years of her life are filled with a quest for love, reconciliation, understanding, and 
independence. 
 

Smith, Dodie     I Capture the Castle 

Seventeen-year-old Cassandra Mortmain, an aspiring writer, and her financially 
strapped family live in a decrepit English castle. When a wealthy American family 
takes over the estate, things are not the same for the Mortmains. 

 

Southgate, Martha     The Fall of Rome 

An aloof African-American classics teacher, a promising student from a Brooklyn 
ghetto, and a white teacher seeking social justice become involved with each other at 
an elite New England prep school. 
 

Stein, Garth     The Art of Racing in the Rain 
Enzo, the narrator, is a dog at the end of his days who wishes he were human. He 
reflects on the life of his best friend, would-be racer Denny Swift whose happy family 
life with wife Eve and daughter Zoe has fallen apart. 
 

Suskind, Ron     A Hope in the Unseen (Non-fiction) 

Pulitzer Prize winner Suskind narrates Cedric Jenning's story of his years in a run-down 
D.C. public high school and his following year as a freshman at Brown University. 
 

 

Tolkien, J.R.R.     The Lord of the Rings 

A trilogy in which two Hobbits, Frodo and Sam, try to destroy a ring and with it, the 
power of the Dark Lord. The trilogy includes The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two 
Towers, and The Return of the King. 

 

Weiner, Jonathan     The Beak of the Finch (Non-fiction) 

Rosemary and Peter Grant have observed over twenty generations of finches in their 
twenty years on one of the Galapagos Islands, and they can identify each finch on the 
island. 

 

Wells, Rebecca     Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood 

Estranged from her mother Vivi, Sidda browses through Vivi's scrapbook and learns 
about the adventures of the Ya-Yas – Vivi and her three dear friends – in a small 
Louisiana town. 

 

Westerfeld, Scott     Uglies  (Sequels:  Pretties, Specials, Extras) 

In a futuristic society, "uglies" are transformed into "pretties" by an operation at age 
sixteen. Tally's operation will be withheld unless she betrays her friend Shay, who has 
escaped to join the rebel Smoke. 

 

Wharton, Edith     Ethan Frome 
A young New England farmer falls in love with his hypochondriac wife’s younger 
cousin. 
 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/i-capture-the-castle/oclc/52113076&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/fall-of-rome-a-novel/oclc/46951205&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/art-of-racing-in-the-rain-a-novel/oclc/165478930&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/hope-in-the-unseen-an-american-odyssey-from-the-inner-city-to-the-ivy-league/oclc/38258356&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/fellowship-of-the-ring-being-the-first-part-of-the-lord-of-the-rings-jrr-tolkien/oclc/60788362&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/two-towers-being-the-second-part-of-the-lord-of-the-rings/oclc/60788363&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/two-towers-being-the-second-part-of-the-lord-of-the-rings/oclc/60788363&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/return-of-the-king-being-the-third-part-of-the-lord-of-the-rings/oclc/60788364&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/beak-of-the-finch-a-story-of-evolution-in-our-time/oclc/32888234&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/divine-secrets-of-the-ya-ya-sisterhood-a-novel/oclc/57526715&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/uglies/oclc/57686394&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/pretties/oclc/62149214&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/specials/oclc/68043561&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/extras/oclc/173274544&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/ethan-frome/oclc/794433&referer=brief_results
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Wilder, Thornton     Our Town (Play) 

Daily life in a small New Hampshire town comes alive in the story of the courtship and 
marriage of George and Emily. 
 

 

Wodehouse, P.G.     The Inimitable Jeeves 

In this first of several hilarious books about Jeeves, the "gentleman's gentleman" of 
British butlers comes to the rescue of his inept aristocratic employer Bernie Wooster, 
who is trying to help his friend Bingo Little who falls in love with seven different girls.  

 

Wolke, Robert L.    What Einstein Told His Cook: Kitchen Science Explained        

(Non-fiction) 
From microwaves to freezer burn, Wolke answers 130 questions about what happens 
in the kitchen. 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/our-town-a-play-in-three-acts/oclc/12215527&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/inimitable-jeeves/oclc/127382322&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/what-einstein-told-his-cook-kitchen-science-explained/oclc/316422789&referer=brief_results

